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NARRAT IVE 


Of the Barbarous and unheard of 


MURDER 
Mr. JOHN HA YES, 


Catherine his wits Thomas Billings, 


and Thomas Wood, on the ſt of 
March at M 5 


Whetein every minute Circumſtance attending 
that Horrid Aﬀair, and the wonderful Providence 
of God in the Diſcovery of the Actors therein, are 
faithfully and impartially related. Together with 
the We. and Eonfeflions of the ſaid Tho- 
mas Billings and Thomas Wood before ſeveral of His 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace. 


A, alſo the Copy of a fiftitious Letter that Catheriii 


Hayes ſent, as from her Husband, to his Mother in 
 Waufeaſbic after his Death ; and the Mother's An- 
ſwer. thereto ; With ſome Account of the wicked 
Life and Converſation of the ſaid Catherine, and 
| bkewiſe of thols of Thomas Billing: and Thomas "es. 


To which is prefix d, 


- "Rs ts a EFFIGIES, Te Bo the Life; and 


curiouſly engraved on Coppet. 


At. DA. An. Lees bene ee eh. 


N with the Approbation of the Relations and Friends 


WT. the ſaid Mr. John Hayes. 
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Printed for, and Sold by Thomas Warner at the Black=Bvy in Pater- 
Nefter.-Riw, E. Nutt at the R 


. Exchange, A. Dod at the Pea- 
teck without Temple-Bar, and by the Bookſellers of Lerdm and 
2 n ( Price; 6 d.) 
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NARRATIVE 


. 


1 HORRID MURDER | 


0 F 


dir * 2 Ke. 


— e 
= in the World, there is none that the Juſtice 
W of God has ſo viſibly witneſsd againfl, and 
It to juſt and date 8 . 7 nl as 


chat ing Sin of Marne 1.8 
| Crime in defacing his holy Image, and aſſu- 
Prerogative pec to him alone, 


4 of the Life and Death of his Crea- 


— as it is not lawful for yl Perſon to take 
| B avay 


—_— 


— ” 


N " © * 


g % 


away his own Life, or the Life of another; unleſs ourſelves 
have forfeited them to the Juſtice of the Law, ſo has che | 
Law of God, and the Laws of all civiliz'd (nay even heathen) 


Nations, made a Fence to ſecure them, 


+ His preſent Majefly, cur moſt gracionsSovereign; hath over 
held this Crime, in the 2 Tm, 


has been extended .to Perſons that by the Law had been 
found guilty of it, and that upon the Account of ſome very 
favourable' Circumſtances, 2s appear'd in their Caſes, more 
than thro the Interceſſion of Courtiers, or others, who had 
any Share in his Royal Fayour, *- - 


Ihe mild gentle Laws of England, indulging the Paſſions 
of Men to a greater Degree any other Nation may 
perhaps be a reaſon why ſo many Duels and Rencounters 

(in which the Subjects too often ſoſe their Lives) paſs with 


more Impunity than elſewhere. But when we conſider how 


% 


articularly benevolent they have been'to the Women of this 
U land; the horrible Murder we are going to ſpeak of, will 


appear the more black and Thocking. For by the Laws of 
this Realm, when a Woman marries ſhe gives herſelf oyer, 
ard what ſhe brings with her, to her Huſband's Power; ſhe 
parts with her very Surname, and aſſumes her Huſband's, 


| wherefore if ſhe wrongs another Perſon - with her Tongue, 


(a common Caſe) or commits a Treſpaſs, her Huſband an- 
wers for the Fault, and muſt make Satisfaction. If ſhe takes 


Things upon Truſt, unknown to her Huſband, and ſo runs 


him in Debt, he muſt pay it, or lie in Priſon, notwithſtand- 
ing F the Publick, or cry d her down in 
the Market. Nay, if a Wife brings forth a Child, begotten 


| before Marriage by another Man, the Huſband is bound to. 
own it as his Child, and the Child ſhall be his Heir at Law, 


acccording to this Axiom, / Pater eſt, quem Nuptia demon- 
rant. ſhe brings forth a Child alter a long Abſence of 
er Huſbband, and he liv'd all that while inter quatuor Ma. 


ria, within the four Seas, he muſt father that Child. And if 


it be her firſt- born Son, and the Huſband's Eſtate entail d, 
or left without Will, that Child ſhall be Heir to it. X Wife 
that has no Jointare ſettled before Marriage, may challenge, 
after her Huſband's Death, the third Part of his 


g early Rents 
el Land) daring her Life, 15 thor, as the Maſband ani 


"Wy 


eſtation, — 
and ſince his- Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe Realms there 
have happen d but two Inſtances where his Royal Clemency 
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Wife are accounted Foot Oe, ſo ſhe cannot be RTE) as 2 

Witneſs for or againſt him; nor can they be wholly (epara- 

ted by Law, but upon a N poly of Marriage, for Adultery 

Con inguinity, Impotency, or ſuch like, in which Caſes, this ; 
is call da Separation, 4 Vi meulo Matrimonii, by which each 

p is free to re-miar „ if the Wife offends her 

— he may correct ber ; but ſhould ſhe: kill 

ber Huſband, the Gaim e 15 y Law accounted : Petty Trea — 

and ſhe is to be 3 on 4 Hurdle to the * of - 

| eib, do there burnt alive for it. ge” 


ſaid thus much of the nt Privileges and 1 ta 
nes an Engliſh Wife, we thall p ew the mon- 
ſtrous Perfidy . Cruelty of a Woman entituled to the Be- 
nefit of the above- mention d Laws ; 4 Tragedy too 8 ang 
' to be heard. by human almoſt incredible, 
be thank d 3 Circumſlances conſider d. 1 — like * — 
bom heard * N in 9 n ad fake” as | Be 
* . | 


" * . 5 L 4 7 p « 
2 : 


'On IR 5 ad o March laft, the Town was lend 
with an Accdunt᷑ that the Head of a Man, which by its Ereſh- 
neſs appear d to have been newly cut off from a living Body, 
had been taken up by one Robinſon, a Watchman, in the 
Dock before Mr. Macreth's Lime-Wharf, near the Horſe-F oy 
at Weſtminſter, ſoon after 'Day-break, "rogether with a P 
that was near the Head, in which was ſome Blood, and was 
therefore ſuppos d to have been Wonghts therein to the Water- 
ſide. It was brought to St. Margaret s C Church- yard, and laid 
on a Tomb- lone, but being much beſmear d with Birt and 
Blood, the Church- Warden order d the Face to be waſh d 
clean, and, dhe Hair combed, and caus d it then to be ſet up- 
on a high Poſt, to the end, that all Perſons, having a clear 
View of it, might be the only Means of 7 a Diſco» 
very. . Next Mr. Bird, the Ho h* Conſtable, his Pre- 


blew 1 5 the 7 210 to 
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The Head, Oy expos d for three Days fucceffively, 
tew a vaſt Concourſe of People to St. Margaret's Church- 
Yard to behold it, all expreſſing their Horror at ſo dreadful 
and unuſual a Spectacle. Various were the Conje&ures and 
Opinions of People about it, ſome ſaying it was a Soldier, 
others, a Country Pedlar ; the Women moſtly affirming they 
had ſeen the Face, but could not call it to Mind. At length 
a Welh or Iriſh Porter at a Tavern in HolBduen, that | -1 
got drunk and was miſſing, was given, out to be the Perſon, 
and the Face bearing a ſtrong Reſemblance of- his Phyfiog- 
nomy, tis ſaid the Man himſelf, being doubtful, came to 
We-ftmmfſter, to be convinc'd by occular Deinonſtthtion. 25 


The prudent Meaſures taken by the Church-Warders ha- 
ving not hitherto met with the defir d Succeſs, their Diſcretion | 
went farther, by ordering the Head to be deliver d to Mr. 
Meſthrooke, their Pariſh Surgeon, to be by lon. pi into Spi- 

Tits, and ſtill preſerv d for View, which was done According- 
ly ; and then a Woman or two came and pretended to give 
ſome Account of it, which did not prove ſatisfactory. The 

own, continu'd under great Surprize at the Barbaxity of the 
ion, and moreover that no Light could be got of the Mat- 
ter, which was become the Sybjet of all Converfation. The 
Man's Head, being a Phraſe in every Body's Mouth, an in- 
food nothing more cbuld be faid about it, as the Cafe then 
ood. . 1 4 ITT, Las nl 8 


But on Wedvef4ay the 23d of ' March following it pleas d 
a wiſer Head than all the feſt to bring to a ſigral Difgrace 
| 5 5 the . 205 of this execrable Fact, pe fot 

owing Manner + viz. Mr. Henry Longmore that Keeps the 
Green-Dragon Ale. Houſe in Fn. race near Go/den-Squore, 
being nearly related to one Mr. Y Hayes, from Onerſly 
in Worcefter/hire, who then lodg d together with his Wife bn 

Mr. "Wing av u Smith, in 


Tyburn Road, at a very ſhort Diſtance from Mr. Lon: more s 
5 l 


a ſecond Floor, at the Houfe 
ouſe ; Mr. Foſeph Abjhy, Butler to Sir Thoma, 
Sanderfon, 'A 7. 1 


[ ownſman, and a very intimate Friend of Mr. 


Hayes, "taking Notice that Mr. | Hey#s had not Feen ſeen 
by any body for many Days before, NOT ers 
many ſtrange Reports, and a Suſpicibn df his being mur⸗ 
der d, were under a very great "Concern to obtain Stif- 
{a4ion about him. Having been many times with his Wife 


4 


Y 


TH ag eee 0k 
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to aſk what was become of him, ſometimes ſhe faid he 
was gone to take a Walk in the Fields; at others, gone 
into Hertfordſbire; thus varying in her Accounts of him, 
and having told allo very different Stories to other People 
about him, they began to expoſtulate very ſeriouſly with 
her about this unaccountable Abſence of her Huſband; ſhe 
then pretended to tell the Truth of the Matter, ſaying he 
had kill'd a Man, by giving him an unhappy Blow. in a 
Quarrel, and was thereupon fled to Portugal. This Story 
ſhe told to Mr. Ash, who agk'd her whe the Man was 
that he had killd, and whether or not that. was his Head 
that had been expos d at Weſtminſter ? She anſwer d it was 
not, for that the Man was buried, c. and calld one 
Mary Springate to ſay ſhe knew it to be true. 


Mr. Longmore. and Mr. . Aſhby were now more ſurpriz d 
than ever, this Tale ſerving rather to encrraſe e 4 
their N as believing If any ſuch Thing had hap- 

'd, which was next to being impoffible from Mr. Hayes's 
ceable Diſpoſition, they might have been acquainted wi 
K. And conſulted aboùt his Security as well as NA 


fie They therefore. reſolv'd to go 40 Mr. Weſthraoke's, 
e 


urgeon; to take a, View of the Head. When they 
ame to Mr. Mee y, he told them a Woman from 
Kingſ/tarig. had already been there and ond it. Impoſ- 
Able is it to deſcribe the Conſternation Mr. Long more and 
Mr. Aſßbby were ſtruck with when they beheld it, for now 
was it demonſtrable what a cruel and inhuman Murder had 
been committed on this unfortunate Perſon. 1, + 
C45 Ee J 


Hereupon they immediately apply'd to Oliver Lambert, 
Eſq; one of his ,Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace; who, up- 
on Oath being made of theſe Circumſtances, iſſu d his War- 
rant for the apprevendin of Catherine 26, the bei 
then 'remoy'd from her gings at Mr. TA ard's, — 
lodge d a little farther 'in Tyburn Road, at one Mr. Jones's, 
A Binilier, where Mary Springate was alſo remov d with 
her. It was agreed to execute. the Warrant about nine 
a. Clock chat Nightr, keing the 23d of March, Juſtice Lows 
bore going himſelf along with the, Confabls an din Aſ 
fiſtants, and when they, came up Stairs, were refusd Ad- 
mittanee into Mrs, Hayes's Chamber; but they threatening 
to break in upon her, ſhe came out to them, and open- 
ing the Door, they found one Thomas Bilngs, a Taylor, fit-- 
n . . by, r * 6 #. ting 
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upon the Bed-ſide, with his Shoes and Stockings off, 
whom they ſeiz d alſo; as likewiſe Mary ie who 
Jodg'd over Head in the Garret. Being carry d to Juſtics 
Lambert's Houſe, and there by him examin'd, they all ſtre- 

nuouſly perſiſted in their Innocence; Catherina Hayes was 
committed to Tot hill-Fieldi-Bridewell, Springate to the Gate- 
houſe, and Billings to New-Priſon, for farther Exami- 


- 


Nation. 


* 
. 


But remark the wonderful Providence of Go, in bring- 
Ing ſtill to a clearer Light this hidden Work of Darkneſs! 
During the Time they were under Examination, Mr. Groſsby, 
a Conſtable, came with News to Juſtice. Lambert's, that 
a few Hours before, Mr. Huddle, a Gardiner at Marybone, 
had, as he was walking with his Man in the Fields, diſ- 
coverd the Arms, Legs, and Trunk of a Man's Body, 
wrapp d up in two Pieces of Blanket, lying in a Pond near 
the Farthing-Pye-houſe, and cover d over with Bricks and 
Rubbiſh. The Head was hereupon, ſent for to Marybone, 
where, in the View of. ſeveral Surgeons and others, it was 
found to correſpond exactly with the Body, and the Limbs 
to quadrate alſo. But it muſt be here obſerv'd, that be-. 
fore. the Head was brought from Weſftminfter, Mrs. Hayes 
was carryd from Bridewell to Mr. Weſftbrooke's' to ſee it, 
the Keeper of Bridewell, Mr. more, and Mr. 442 
n preſent, ſhe ſaid it was the Head of her dear Hu- 

EM n 


d had too much of his Blood already. . She pretended to 


faint, and the fame Afternoon ſhe was remov'd to Newgate, 
by Juſtice Lambert's Warrant. 1 


Ihe Sunday following, one Tho. Wood, à Perſon ſuſpected 
of being concern d in the Murder, came on Horſeback 
to Mr. Weingard's Houſe, and asking for Mrs. Hayes, was 
told ſhe was remov'd into Vnę- Street, to Mr, Longmore's, 
and ſeveral People following him thither, Mr. Longmore 
immediately pulld him off his Horſe, Wood making an 
Offer to ſtrike him with a Stick; he was carryd before 
ſlice Lambert, and committed to Tothill- Heldi-Bridewe ll. 
n the Evening three of his Majeſty's Juſſices of the Peace 
went thither to examine him, to whom he made an ingenĩous 
Confeſſion of the horrid Affair. 
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and deſir d a Lock of his Hair; but was told ſhe 
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— — 
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| Thomis Billings, having alſo made an ample Confeſion : 
they wete both remov'd the next Day to Newgate. * 


The Examination and Confeſſion . of Thomas 
Wood, taken before John Mohun, Oliver 
Lambert, and Thomas Salt, Eſqs; three of bis 

Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace for the County 
of Middlefex, the 27th Day of March, 1726. 


HO faith, That on Tweſday, the 1ft Day of March, 
he had been drinking in ſeveral Places, and came 


about twelve a Clock at Noon to Mr. Hayes's Lodg- 
ings, and Mr. Hayes told him he was merry, that he cou 
drink a great deal of Liquor and not be fuddled, and 
_ I and another drank half a Guinea a piece in Wine, 
without being fuddled ; that Thomas Billings, then in Com- 
pany, ſaid that if Mr. Hayes. woull drink half a Guinea 
Wine, and not be fuddled, he would pay for it; that 
Hayes agreed, each put down half a Guinea, that Catherine 
Hayes, Thomas Billrngs,.and this Examinant went out about 
four a Clock in the Afternoon, to Bond- Street, and brought 
in with them, to Mr. Hayes's, Lodgings, about ſix or ſeven 
Bottles of Mountain Wine, and on their Return home, Mr- 
Hayes was ſitting by the Fire-ſide, eating Bread and Cheeſe, 
and then this Examinant went to the Angel and Crown, to 
fetch a Pot. of Two-penny to drink while Mr. Hayes drank 
the Wine; that he ſtaid about half an Hour, and when he 
return'd, Mr. Hayes had drank half the Wine; that Mr. Hayes 
began to be very merry, and dancd about the Room, and 
faid he thought he ſhould not have Wine enough to make 
him fuddled, on which Thomas Billmgs went out , himſelf, 
and fetch'd another Bottle of Wine, and when he had drank 
that, he began to reel about the Room, and went and laid 
down on the Bed in the Back-Room, then Thomas Bil lings fol- 
low d him into the ſaid Room, and there with a Hatchet 
ſtruck him on the Back- Part of the Head, which Blow this 
Examinant heard given; and went into the Room, and found 
Mr. Hayes dead; that Mrs. Hayes immediately follow'd into 
the ſaid Room, and ſaid we muſt take off füs Head, and 
make it away, or it will betray us; that Catherine Heer, = 
Thomas Billings, and this'Examinant, with this EE | 
| 13 N N ocket- 


In 


Catherine Hayes, Thomas Blouſe 


Box, where it remain d till Night 
carry it out in Parcels ; that Thomas F 


the fame Nigh | | 
the Limbs in a Piece of a Blanket, and by Turns carry d 
them to che ſame Place, and threw them into the ſame Pond 
znd went homie about twelve = Clock the ſame Night, and - 
ock d at the Door, and was let in by Mary Springate, and 
went to Bed in the Fore-Room ; that Catherme Hayes was 
in the ſame Room, and ſometimes went and lay down on 
the Bed : This Examinant father ſaith, That on Thurſday, 
being the 3d Day of March, he went to Greenford, , near 
Harrow, in Middleſex, and carryd with him a white Coat 
and a Pair of Leathern Breeches, which were Mr. Job 
Hayes's, and are now at Greenford aforeſaid: This Exami- 
nant faith, That on Saturday the 5th Day of March he 
went to Hgyes's Lodgings for ſome Linnen of his own, 
Mrs, Hayes then gave him a Pair of Shoes, a Waſtecoat, 
2 Hat, and a Pair of Stockings, which this 3333 knew 
to be her late W. nag and gave him two Sings in 
Money; that Catherine Hayes told him the Head was found 
at ig 17 ge but was not on d. And this Examinant far- 
ther faich, That the ſaid Catherine Hayes gave him three 
Shillings and Six Pence, and promis d to ſupply him with 
more Money, when ever he wanted; and further ſaith; That 
Catherine Hyyes had many times before, and on the iſt Day 
of this Inſtant, propos d to Thomas Bil lings and this Exa- 
minant the Murder of her ſaid Huſband, and offer d to 179 5 
this Examinant Money to buy Wine to make her Hul = 
| — * 


- -Examinapt had juſt laid dewn, and therewith gave M 


(43) 
drunk, chat they might murder him; and further faith, That 


Mary Sprangate is no ways coaceru' d in the faid Murder 
or che e away the Body, Y 


The Petar * Confifie oj - Tac ; Bir. 
LINGS, before two of his Majeſty's Fuſtices 
the Peace i. the County of Mate, on 
1 neſday, March 29, 1726. 


7h O dich, That Catherine Hoyer, Tao. Wood, and this 
Examinaut, abaut chree Weeks before the Murder of 
Mx. John Hayes had conſulted to murde: the ſaid Hayes, 
but nat in what Manner to put it in Execurion; chat on the 
Iſt af this Inſtant March, be being in Mr. Hayes's Room 
with Catherexe Hayes and Tho.Wood, diſcourſing about drink- 
ang, Mr. Mayas told him he cauld drink a great deal of Wine 
and not be d unk, to the Value of half a Guinea, and tius 
Examitiant, thece 1, put down half a Guinea to Mr. 
Hayes's half Gui that his N with Catherine 
Hayes and Tho. Weed, we for. about fix Bottles of Moun- 
tain Wine, that going for the Wine, they ahree conſulted to 
murder the faid his Hayes, it being a proper Time, after 
he had drank rhe Wine, being about four a Clock in the 
Mernoon; that 8 their Return they found Mr. John Hayes 
eating Bread and Qheeſe; that Mir. Hayes began to drink 
the Wine; that Catherine Hayes, Tho. Wood, and his Exa- 
aninant did not drink above one Glaſs each of the ſaid Wine; ; 


j 


that Mr. Hayes began to be very merry, and dane d about 


the Room; that this Examinant ferch'd another Bottle of 
Wine, which they all drank amongſt «them; that Mr. Ha) e. 
began to reel about. the Room, and went and lay down fon 
the Bed in the Back-Room.; that this Exayginant went into 


_thefaid:Bagk-Room gbout -a Quarter ef an Hour after him, 
and there with a Hatchet ſtruck him on che]! BackePart &f | 


the Head; that Tho. Wood took up the Hz cher, ROE = 


a Blow or d ; that Catherine A. ee cltnrt 
into the ſaid Back-Room, where The, Wood cut off che Head 
of the ſaid Mr. Hayes with his Knife; that the faid Cathe- 
rene Hayes and — Examinant were cloſe by the Bed when 

the ſaid Head was cut r off; ws Catherine Hayes held the 


Pail 


— = 
n 
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the Sum. bY 


| Longmere deposd as f 


Pail which Tho. Wood put the Head in, which Pail was with- 
out a Bale; that rhis Examinant, with Tho. Wood, took up 
the Pail with the Head in it, which this Examinant carry'd 
to the Mill-Bank, and Tho. Wood took up the Pail and threw 
it into the Thames, with the Head in it, and fo return d to 
Mrs. Hayes's Lodgings, and went to Bed in the Fore-Room, 
in which Room Mrs. Hayes continu'd all Night : And this 
Examtnant faith, That on Wedneſday Morning, the 2d In-. 
ſtant, this Examinant, Tho. Wood, and Catherine Hayes began 
to conſult how to diſpoſe of the Body of Mr. John Hayes; 
that the ſaid Catherine Hayes and Tho. Wood propos d to put 
it into a Box, where it remain d until Night; that this E 
aminant went out about Noon to* work ; that Tho. Wood was 
to look out for a Place to throw the Body in againſt this 
Examinant's Return home; that about nine a Clock at 
Night, Catherine Hayes gave Tho. Mood a Blanket to carry 
off the Body of her deceas d Huſband, and then all agreed 

to carry it off in two. Parcels ; that about the ſame Hour 
Tho. Wood and rhis Examinant carry'd away the Body by 
Turns, to # Sort of a Pond, or Ditch, in Marybone Fields, 
and threw it in with the Blanket, and then return'd: to Mrs. 


- Hayes's Lodgings, and then took up the Limbs in a Piece of 
a Blanket, and carry'4 them by Turns to the ſame Place, and 
. threw them into the ſame Pond, and at their Return were 


let in by Mary Spring ate, and went to Bed in the Fore. Room. 
And this Examinant farther ſaith, That he remembers that 


the faid Catherine Hayes ſhewd to one or two Men a Bond 


which was owing to her laid Husband, but knows not 
| Tho. Billings. 


Copies of theſe Confeſſions were preſented. to His Maieſty, 


vrho juſtly reſenting this cruel Tragedy acted upon one of his 


Subjects, was graciouſly pleas d to give Orders tor the Mur- 


derers to be proſecuted by Mr. Attorney General, and at His 


Ma'eſty's Expence. 


Mr. Higgs, Coroner of the County: of Middleſex, ſum- 


moned an Inqueſt to enquice for His Majeſty, c. when Mr. 
allows: 1 1 0411 
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The Information of Henry Longmore, of the Pa. 


(15) 2 
K N 


riſh of St. James's, Weſtminſter, Victualler, 
taken and acknowledg*d upon Oath this 26th 
Day of March, 1726, before Charles Higgs, 
Eſq, Coroner, * | 


1 HIS Informant ſaith, That on Monday Morning laſt 
Mr. Fal! Aſhby told this Informant that he heard 


M 
Mr. Hayes had kill'd a Man; upon which, the ſame 


Evening, this Informant went to Mis. Hayes's Lodgings, 


where he found her, Thomas Billings, and a Lad about 16 
Years old, and asking how his Couſin John did, Mrs. Hayes 
fail, I ſuppoſe you have heard of his Misfortune, vpon which 

the Lad laught very much; and whenever this Informant ask d 

her any Queſtions about Mr. Hayes, the Lad burſt out a laugh- 
ing to that Degree, that this Informant had a Mind to have 

ſpoke to him, but was afraid Mrs. Hayes ſhould ſuſpe& his 

Deſign ; which Lad, this Informant hath heard was one i- 
liam Bennet, an Apprentice to an Organ-Maker ; the Lad went 

away, and then Fillings went for Candles; when he was 

gone, Mrs. Hayes told this Informant, that her Husband hap- 
pen d to ſtrike an unlucky Blow, and that the Man was dead 
and buried, and that no Body knew of it but a Boy, and that 
he wen: to the Wife of the Deceas'd and made ir up, by giving 
her a Note for 151. a Year. Arid this Informant farther ſauh, 
that ſhe then declar d that there had been two Men to inquire 
for her Husband, which ſhe ſuppos'd came from the Widow : 
That when Thomas Billinys return d, this Informant going 
away, ſhe follow'd this Informant to the Window upon the 
Stairs, and ſtopping him ſhe ſaid, he went away for the Man 
that he had kill d, and was gone into Hertfordſbire: And ask- 
ing when he went away, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had been in her preſent 
Lodgings about a Week, and that he went away abour a Day 
or two before: Upon this, Mary Spring ate went into Mis. 


| Hayes s Room, and then Mrs. Hayes ſaid, this Woman knows 


all the Secrets, and call'd her upon the Stairs; upon which 
2 ſaid, Ab, poor unfortunate Mr. Hayes ! and then 
e went up again. That Mrs. Hayes then ask d what ſhe 
ſhould do to get her Rent out of the Country, and ask d this 
Informant when he would come again, which the deſir d might 
be in a Day or two, The _—_ Day this Informant * 
a 2 = . 


( 16') 

Mr. Wemard 's, where he heard Mrs Hayes had been gone 
from thence about a Fortnight; and this Informant going to 
Her again that Night, he asg d her if the had heard from her 
Husband ? She faid, No, he did not uſe to write to her. And 
this Informant farther ſaith, That on Wedneſday laſt he went 
with Mr, Abby for a Warrant, and ſeiz d the ſaid Mrs. Hayes, 
who was in Bed, and the faid Th: Hs Billings in the fame 
Room wrh his Shoes and Stockings off; and ſhe being cartied 
before Juſtice Lambert, and the ſail Juſtice telling her ſhe was 
taken up on Suſpicion that the Head of a Man that was found 
was het Husband's; and this Informant telling her he be- 
Heved it was his Head; ſhe fafd it could not be ſo, for that 
her Husband went into the Country for killing a Mam. And 
being ask d where he kill d the Man, ſhe ſaid ſhe could not 
tell, nor where the Man livd that was killd: She being then 
ask I whit Day he went away, and what Money he took, ſhe 
ſaid 25 Guineas, and 8 new Shillings, and 18 Six-pences z and 
that ſhe ſewed the Guineas in his Cloaths; and that he took 
with him four Pocket-Piſtols. And this Informant farther 
faith, that he, this Informant, the next Day went with her to 
ſee the Head, and ſhe ſaid, It ts my dear Hutbaid's Head, 
that is my dear Husband's Hair. . 


Charles Higgs, Coroner. 


T he farther Inforriation of the ſaid Henry Long- 

| flat taken and acknowleds'd upon Oath this 
I4th Day of April, 1726, before Charles 
Higgs, Eſq; Coroner, | 


HIS Informant farther ſaith, That he was preſent when 
C. Hayes was ask d by the Juſtice what Liquor theydrank 
mm Niohr her Husband went away; ſhe faid that Tho- 
mar Billings and Thornids Wood were with him, and they 
drank about 2 or $ Bottles; but neither of them named the 
Day of his going away. 3 5 


And this Informant farther faith, That he was prefent on 
the 25th Day of March laſt paſt; at the taking up a Board in 
the Room of the ſaid Fohn Hayes's Lodgings, and found 
Blood and Sand under the ſaid Beard; tid alſo ſaw ſeveral 
Props of Blood ſprinkled againſt the Wall of the Fore-Room 

tops ct Poder Tf n . 
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of the ſaid John Hayes's Lodgings, and alſo upon the, Ceiling 
of the ſaid Fore-Room, and on the Wall, fome Fart of which 
the Blood ſeems do have been lately fcrapd. And this In- 


formant farther faith, that he was preſent when T homes H. 


lmps confeſs d before the Juſtices that himſelf, Thon: Wood, 
and Catherine Hayes conſulted to kill Jen Hayes above three 
Weeks before they did kill him; and that on the 1 Day of 
March laſt paſt, in the Afternoon, they all three wem to fetch 
fix Bottles of Mountain Wine; and that as they were going 
along they all three agreed, that when he. was drunk, it would 
be the propereſt Time to kill him; and that when he was 
drunk he went to lie upen the Bed in the Back-Room, and he 
followed him, the ſaid Jobn Hayes, and gave him his Death's 
Blow on the Head with an Hatchet, and that Wood gave him 
2 Blow or two more on the Head with the ſame Hatcher ; and 
Mrs. Hayes immediately coming into that Room, Wood cut 


off the Head, he, the ſaid Thoms Billings, and Mrs. Hayes, 


ſanding by, holding the Pail. 
Charles Higgs, Coroher. 
| Robert Wilkins, deposd, That after her Examination be- 
fore Juſtice Lambert, he went to her in Newgate, and asked 
her if ſhe was concerned in the Murder of her Husband, or 


not? And then the replied, No; for that ſhe was not with 
them, but was aſleep in the next Room, and knew nothing 


Henry Longmore. 


of the Matter that was laid to her Charge; but that ſhe after- 


wards'own'd to him, that ſhe was not ſorry for committing the 
Murter, but was troabled the had brought Wood and Billings 


Mr. Jenes, her Landlord, going to ſce her, the defired 
him to go to Billings in New-Priſon, and adviſe him to 


make Preparations for his Soul, for they ſhould both die for 


it, and ſpoke to one Joſeph Mercer, a Taylor, to the ſame 
Purpaſe, ſaying, ./ wy 1 3% 20 to Thomas: Billings, 


for you are a Friend of his as well as mine, and tell bim, 
that it 1s in vain to deny the Murder, for be 1s as 's px long 


cerned in the Action as 1, and for which we maſt die. 


Her Confeſſion of the Murder was confirm. by ſeveral 


others, tho" ſhe always carefully avoided awning it when. 
examined by zuy Magiſtrate, - 1 S 1 q 
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Mr. Blakeſly, a Drawer at the Braund s- Head Tavern in 
Bond- Street, confirmed their fetching the Wine on the Firſt 
of March, and their ſending the Bottles home that Night, 
becauſe, as they ſaid, the Porter ſhould not be troubled: to 
fetch them the next Day from Mr. Hayes's Lodgings. 


Mary Springate, a Lodger in the Houſe, when ſhe came 
home at Night, heard ſome Noiſe in Mr. Heis Room, 
but finding they were drinking, and ſhe being tird, went up 
to her Garret, thinking to take up her Husband's Supper, and 
after having eat the ſame, to go to Bed, ſhe ac-ordingly did, 
but that about Eleven o Clock, ſhe hearing ſomebody go down 
Stairs, called to Mrs. Hayes, and asked her who it was; to 
which ſhe anſwered, it was her Husband, who was going into 
the Country, and ſeemed to be concerned thereat, ſaying, 
the Roads were very Cangerom, and that ſhe was ſorry he was 
oblig d to go out at that Time of Night: Springate then bid 
her not fear, for that by God's Grace he would return again 

ſafe, and then went again to Bed. About four or five the 
next Morning, ſhe heard ſomebody go down Stairs again, 
when ſhe got out of Bed in her Shif:, and calling to Mrs. 
Hayes, ask d her who it was; Mrs. Hayes replied, it was her 
Brother, who had brought a Bed there, when Springate's 
Curioſity exciting her to go down Stairs, Mrs. Hayes came 
up into the Garret, ſaying, ihe had a Mind to ſmoak a Pipe 
of Tobacco with Mr. Springate, which ſtopt her having a 
Suſpicion that they were either going to quit their Lodgings, 
or that ſomething extraordinary was the Matter ; and therefore 
ask'd Mrs. Hayes whether they had any ſuch Deſign or nor, 
who anſwered. there was no ſuch Thing in her Thoughts; 
on which Sprinyate then ask d no farther Queſtions at that 
. Time, till a few Days after ſhe ſaw Thomas Wood carry out. 
a Bundle from Mr. Hayes's Room, wrappd up in a white 
Cloath, and asking Mrs. Hayes what it was, ſhe ſaid, it was 
a Suit of Cloaths Wood had borrowed of a Friend, and was 
going to carry them home. | 8 


Leonard Myring, a Barber, being ſent for by Mrs. Hayes, 
ſhe ſaid to him, Mr. Myring, I know you to be à very good 
Writer, and my Husband being gone away, and I believe will 
not return, and Þ having a ſmall coming in f Ten Pounds 
a Year, which I know not how to pet without forging @ Letter 
in my Hizband's Name, which J defire you to do for my ; 
| | : | whic 


(19) 
which he refuſed, as not knowing the Conſequence of ſuch a 


Proceeding ; but ſoon after ſhe procur'd another to write the 
following Letter to her Husband's Mother in the Country, viz. 


Dear Mother, 


. > 


7 Have not been eaſy of late, on Account of Ten Pounds 
John Davis owes me. I under ſtand there it but an indif- 
ferent Footing fince he and Uncle Jones Juggle together 
ſo much ; and as] am inform d has under Cour diueſted 
himſelf of his Eftate for ſome Time, for Payment of ſome 
Money to Mr. Jones; therefore I infift on his Fayment of the 
Money forthwith to you, and I will ſend the Bond when you 
ſend me Word you have the Money ; otherwiſe, without Favour 
or  Aﬀetion, I will employ an * to get it, for I will be 
i paid forthwith, and ſo ſhew him this Letter, and let me hear | 
ſpeedily what will be done in the Aﬀair. I got a Friend, | 
more Skilled than myſelf in ſuch Things, to write this Letter 

for me, and am, with due Reſpect, - 

| Your: dutiful Son, 
lohn Hayes. 
P. S. My Wife gives ber Duty to you, and direct 
For ut at 2 Brand bein 
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March 14, 1725-6. 


ö 

Shop, next Door to the Golden-Por, | 

4 over-apainſt Little ä in Tyburn-Road, for we = 
have moved our Lodging. 57 


Directed fir the Widow Hayes, at — — 4 in the Pariſh 
of Omberſley, to be left at the Pack-Horſe in Omberſly, 
Worceſterſhire. 1 : 
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To which Letter there came the following Anſwer, viz. 
Loving Son, 


| | 
OHN Davis defres you to ſend down the Bond to me, | 
J and the Money it ready; ſo no more at preſent, but my 
Love to you. Nur Brothers and Sifters gives their Love 
to you: All from your loving Mother, 


Omberſiy, March 22, 1725-6. : 75 Sarah Hayes. 


The mingled Corpſe, after having been many Days 'd 
to ſome Thouſands of Spectators, was decently interr d at 

Marybone, by Mr. Longmore. Bennet, the King's ＋ | 
TEN * i, er 8 
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maker's Apprentice being at the Funeral, acquainted the Com- 
fang, tat upon his going on the ſecond of Mgrch to ſee the 

Head x: Ieftuunſter, lie then judg'd it to be Mr. Hayes b, 

being intimately acquainted with him, and thereupon came 

immediately to Mrs. Hayes s, to give her Notice of it, hen 

the reprov'd him very tharply, telling him, he ought to be 

.cantivus an raiſing ſuch a Kalle Report for that it was dange- 
ous, and might bring him into Trouble; therefore the Lad, 
abe had no other Reaſon to ſuſpedt Mc. Hayes s leing mur- 
der d ſaid mo more about it. | Wie, 


On 'TihurſYay the 14th of April, the Coroner's Inqueſt, 
after ſeveral Meetings, and Examination of Witneſſes, 
t in their Verdict, Willfal Murder, againſt Catharine 
Hayes, Thomas Wood, and Thomas Billings ; and on Friday 
the twenty ſecond of the ſame Month, their Trials came an 
before the Lord Chief Juſtice Raymund, and Mr. Baron Price, 
at the A- Haiih, the Courthaving never been known to be fo 
crowded before, ſeveral Perſons of the Hirſt Quality being on 
the Bench with the Judges; and a Guinea a-piece was offer'd 
Þhyierenl for Admittance. Wood and Billings pleaded Gurl 
to their Indictment; and Hayes putting herſelf upon Trial, 
about ſeven Witneſſes were called for the King, who, in Sub- 
iſtanoe, depoſed what has þeen hefore related. But the denied 
every, Particular of the: Fact, and with abund-nce.of Aſſu- 
rance, endeavour' to perſuade the Cgurt af her Innocence, 
and :proteſted The was no ways concerned in, or aſſiſling in 
the Murder; but being ask d why, if the was mot conſantis 
to the Murder, ſhe did not in Time diſcover the fame, an 
ive Notice to ſome Magiſtrate for the apprehending the | 
urderers, Ahe ſaid ſhe durſt:nor, for that they.hadthreaten'd 
to kill her if ſhe ſaid any thing of ir. No Perſon whatever 
appearing in her behalf, the Lord Chief Juſtice —— 
ſumm'd up the Evidence for the King and in his Charge 
to the Jury 4ntmated, that tho it was not poſiti vely pro- 
well by any of the Evidences for the King that the was 
adtaally eonsern d in the Murder, yet there were: very ſtrong 
circumſtantial Proofs ef her aſſiſting and conſenting to the 
ſame, and that the other two Priſoners had confeſs d the 
fame, and own'd that ſhe was a Contriver theteaf; up- 
on which the Jury found her guilty of Petty Treaſon. 
At her receiving Sentence to be ,drawn on a Hurdle to 
the Place of Execution, and there burnt alive, ſhe was 
9 5 9 OY b obſerv. d 
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EN) 
ob'erv'd to be greatly terrifyd An! Wood and Billing. 
entreateH the Court that they might not be hangd in 
Chains, ſince they had been fo ingenious in their Con- 
feſſion, and deſir d no other Favour to be ſhewn them. 
At her being carryd to and from the Seffions-Houſe,' 2 
mare than ordinary Number of [Perſons were ſer to pro- 
tect her from the Inſults of the Populace, who were deſpe- 
\ rately, exaſperated; againſt her, and would, in all Ap- 
pearance, have done her ſome Miſchief, could they have 
got at her. hy 
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== ATHERINE HAYES, aged. about 38 Years, 
born near Birmingham in Warwickſhire ; at 
the Age of 16 ſhe wander'd from her Parents 
eie and came to Omberſſy,near the City of Mor- 
EY JI! ceſter, and was there entertain d, as a Servant, 
nin the Houle of Mr, Hayes, a wealthy Farmer; 
and being a ſprightly Wench, his eldeſt Son John, in an In- 
ſtant, became enamour'd with her, and they had ſecretly agreed 
to marry, which coming to his Father's Knowledge, he us'd 
all poſſible Endeavours to prevent it, which, however, prov'd 
of no Effect; for ſhe threatning to cut her Throat if his Son 
did not marry her, and the young Man being fully bent on it, 
and breaking ſeyera] Knives leſt ſhe ſhould be as good as her 
Word, old Mr. Hayes at laſt conſented. On the Day of their 
Marriage an odd Accident happen'd to the Bride; for as they 
were paſſing over Heaver s Bridge, from the Church, the Wa- 
ters being out, ſhe fell in, and was, with much Difficulty, 
ſaved from being drowned by her Husband, who waded in af- 
rer 


CY 3 


bar her, the Father ſaying to his Son, John, John, ven let 
N n | 


The very firſt Night of their Marriage the Bridegraom was 
taken out of his Bel by a File of Muſquetteers, being impreſ- 
ſed by Order of ſome Officers that were recruiting in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and whom, as it ſoon after appear d, had been bet- 
ter wit batt with Mrs. Hayes than her Husband, and had 
brought her away from her Parents in Marwickſbire; but his 
Father ſoon procured his liberty again. The ſame Officers 
going ſoon after for Spain, ſhe prevail d with her Husband to 
enliſt himſelf into their Regiment; and he being ſent to Bar- 
oetona, the accompanied him thither; where he remained till 
ſuch time as his Father procured his Diſcharge, when he re- 
turned home with his Wife into Morcęſterſbire, the old Man 
having expended about 60 l. on that Occaſion. 


Old Mr. Hayes dying, and his Widow ſhewing but little 
Regard to her Daughter-in-law, as ſhe had very little Reaſon 
to do otherwiſe, on Account of her ill Behaviour in the Fa- 
mily, ſhe, with her Husband, came about ſeven Years ſince 
to London, and bringing with them about 150 l. they liv'd in 
Plumbtree-ftreet in Se, Giles's, where they rented an Houſe, 
letting the chief Part of it out in Lodgings; and after that 
themfelves lodg'd alternatively. at ſeveral Houſes in Tyburn 
Road, lending ſmall Sums of Money to poor People, on 
Pledges and Notes, at Intereſt, for their Livelihood, Mrs. 
Hayes having, as herſelf ſaid oftentimes, made 18 d. in- 4 
Week of one Guinea by thoſe Methods. Mr. Hayes, be-: 
ing a cloſe penurious Man, ' loſt no Opportunities of get- 
ting Money, ſometimes by ſending his Wife out à chairs 
ing for 12 d. a Day, while himſelf made his own Cloaths, 
Sh Efc. at home, at which he had an expert Hand, 
tho' was not brouzht up to any ſuch Buſineſs; and 
was obſerv'd to be always fo careful of his Money, that 
the Key of the Drawers, where he uſually kept it, was 
never known to have been out of his own Cuſtody, the 
Wife being never permitted to have it in hers; ſo that 
after Mr. Hayes Death, when one of his Acquaintance 


came to enquire for him, and ſeeing that Key in her poſ- 
ſeſſion, he concluded Mr. Heyer was not living, which 
Circumſtance contributed very much to the Diſcovery of 
the Murder. | ene 
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Mrs. Longmore going to make her a Viſit, on Thurſda 
the 4th of March, and enquiring how Mr. Hayes aid, 
ſhe replyd, he was very well, and gone out to take a 


Walk; and asking Mrs. Longmore what News there was, 


ſbe anſwerd that all the People talkd of was about the 
Man's Head found at Weſtminſter. To which Mrs. Hayes 
ſaid again, Lord kerp us, how wicked the Age is grown, 
For, adds ſhe, there's another Murder done here in our 
Felde, where they have found the Body of @ Human cut 
in Pieces.” Mis. Longmore ſaid: that could not be true, 
becauſe ſhe, living ſo near, had not heard any thing of. 
it, This Diſcourſe being above a Fortnight before Mr. 

Hein Body was nn. [1541 7. 


The Revd. Mx. Mittingham, Miniſtes of Maryhone, came 
to her in Newgate, prayd by her, and preſsd her to a 
Confeſſion of her Crime, and a- hearty: Sorrow and Re- 
pentance to obtain a Remiſſion of that and many other 
of her evil Actions, ſhe having formerly advis;d- ber Hu- 
band to murder his Father and Mother in the Country, 
to get Poſſeſſion of their Sybſtance, and by her artful and 
inſinuating Way once ſpirited him up to break almoſt, 
all the Goods in their Houſe, ſhe being always violently 

ejudic'd to them. When thus admoniſhd, | ſhe would 
All perſiſt in her Innocence, ' faying; how could any one 
think jt ſhould enter into her Heart to murder a, Man 
that had lain by her Side ſo many Years, and 77 
to God for the Huch of her A ſtertions. Altho* 27 
courag'd Wood to conſent to the Murder of her Huſband, 
by affirming he had killd a Man, and two Children ſhe 
had by him in the Country, and that ſhe had then ten 
more Children living, was a notorious. Falſhood, ſhe ha- 
ving never had a Child by Mr, Hayes in her Life. | Bug. 
it being ſhrewdly ſuſpected, from many Circumſtances, that 
Billings was her Son, and that Queſtion veing pr to, her, 
ſhe' pray d for him, ſaying his Haw was the our of her 
own, and that he much reſembled her, and that himſelf 
did not know how nearly he was related to her; and 
added, that before her Foot went off the Cart ſhe doubt- 
ed it would appear to the World; and would be often 
ſending over to the Condemned Hold to enquize of his 
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& certain great Dutcheſo came to ſee her in the Priſon, 
where reprœaching her for Cruelty, 'ſhe ſaid the had never 
done an ul Tbing in the Courſe of ber Life, ſe mat ber 
Conſcience. did no ways. accuſe her; and as for the Fast 
ſhe was charged wich, there was à righteous God chat 
knew ſhe was not culpable in that Reſge, and that tho, 
the Law might hurt her Carcaſs for it, yet it could not 


hurt her innocent and immortal Soul. In this Manner 


was ſhe wont to talk to almoſt every Body that was ad- 
mitted to ſee her. Being ask d if he was ever in any 
Trouble before, . ſhe anſwer'd never but once, when for ſome 


Quarrel with her-Neighhours ſhe was before Colonel Ellis, 


a Juſtice of Peace in Denmark-Street. 


One of her Siſters came to Town from Warwick/hrre, 
on hearing what a Misfortune ſhe was fallen under, and 
furniſh'd her with Neceſſaries, of which ſhe was became 
deſtitute, the Officers of Marybone Pariſh having ſeiz d on 
her Goods and other Effects, at her Lodgings in Tyburn 
Road, in, order to their being deliver d to the Relations 
of her late Husband, and for which Purpoſe Mr. Benjamin 
Hayes, one of his Brothers, was come to London. 


A few Days before the Seſſions, ſhe put hgrſelf into 
Mourning, *tho' ſhe had negle&ed that Ceremony before, 
and having advis'd with a Sollicitor,, was-reſolv'd to plead 
Not Guilty, and ſtand her Trial, being taught to believe 
that Wood s and Bh Confeſſions could no ways affect 
her, and that there -ngtbing but circumſtantial Proofs 
of her being r Vg Fact, that ſhe ſhould eſcape, 
and grew pretty confident of it. But when the Cloaths 
of her Husband, which ſhe had given to Wood, were pro- 
duc'd before the Court, whether thro' Remorſe, or that 
ſhe judg'd that an evincing Proof of her Guilt, ſhe fainted 
in the Bar, the Sweat running down her Face, and when 
ſhe recover'd, begg'd that ſhe might be taken away, leſt 
ſhe ſhould miſcarry; which made it be concluded ſhe de- 
ſignd to plead her Belly, before Judgment, wherefore a 

ury of Matrons were ſummon'd, in caſe ſhe thought 
to give the Court that Trouble, but on better Con- 
ſideration ſhe declined it. 5 | 


She 
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She ſent Word to Wood, that it was hard he would 
not ſuffer her to be hangd along with him and Bil- 
lings, but by diſcovering all the Particulars and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Murder, he had ruind them all, and 
ſubjected her to the Pains and Penalties of Potty Treaſon, 
whereby ſhe muſt be burnd. Wo bt HOT %; 
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TT. 
LIFE and CHARACTER 
Do 
THO. BILLINGS. 


HO. BILLINGS, about twenty three Years 
of Age, the Place of his Nativity not bei 
known, we 11 wk — the Curioſity of rn 
as require it; but thus much is certain tin 
=== his more innocent and infant State he was found 


in a Basket, at a Place calld Holt Heath, near Omberſly, in 


Worceſterſhire, and being by the Pariſh put to be nurs d by 
People whoſe Names were Billings, he afſum'd that Name, 
and when capable, was put Apprentice to one Mr. Wea- 
ther land, a Taylor in the Neighbourhood, with whom he be- 
haved as a diligent and dutiful Servant. His Time being ex- 
pin he came for London, and wrought as a Journeyman to 
the Saleſmen in Monmouth-Street, lying in the Bed with 
Mr. Hayes and. his Wife, at the Husband's Back, paying 
Mr. Hayes three half Pence a Night for his Lodging. The 
Day after Mr. Hayes's Murder, being at Work at Mr. Grain- 
gers, at the Dog and Dial in Monmouth-Street, where Mr. 
Hayes and his Wife were well acquainted, Mr. Grainger and 
his Journeymen being moſtly MWorceſtenſbire People, one Mr. 
Samuel Patrick, belonging to the King's 'Printing-Officce. 
having came from waiting at the Houſe of Lords, and ſeen 
he ek ne a att 
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Mrs. Grainger, and the reſt, that he thought it Jook'd the 
moſt like their Countryman Mr. Hayes Head of any thin, 
be bad” ſeen" his Life, Bunt, being then 1 Work 
on the op-board, and keatirig what he ſaid. No, replits 
ſevgral of the Workmen, that cannot be, for here is one 
(meaning Billings) that lodges with him, and had it been 
o we thould have heard of it, to which Billings made 
anſwer, Mr. Hayes ts well, for 1 left him at home in Bed 
this Morning. 


Before this Piece of Barbariſm he had the Character of 
as ſober and honeſt a Fellow as could breathe from every 
Body that knew him, an Oath nor no obſcene Expreſſion 
fexrce-ever being heard from him, therefore it was the more 
ſurprizing that he could tn ſo ſhort a Time be wrought up to 
ſo great a Pitch of Villany ; for when it was firſt reported 
that he was taken up, and ſent to New-Priſon on Suſpicion 
of cutting a Man's Head off, his Acquaintance treated it as 
the moſt ridiculous Story they had ever hear] of. When 
| he with Wood and Mrs. Hayes were going to fetch the Wine 
to make Mr. Hayes drunk with, and ſhe then propoſing to 
murder him, Woed ſtarted at the cruel Motion, ſaying what 
a dreadful Thing it would be to murder an innocent Man that 
od done none of them any Harm, and what would be their 

uniſhment in this World, (if it was diſcover d) and more» 
over in the World to come; to which Bilhgr cd, B 
thee, thou haſt nut the. Heart of a _ e, what's comets thee; 
thy Mot her s as ſtout a Woman as can be, and is able to beat 
any Man. Mrs. Hayes then urging it was no more Crime to 
killa Man that was ſo great an Atheiſt as Mr. Hayes, and us d 
her fo.cruelly, Sc. than it was to kill a Dog or Cats But 
both: before and after his Sentence he diſcover'd great Signs of 
Sorrow and Contrition for his heinous Crime, and from the 
Time he had purged his Conſcience by an ingenious and ample 
Confeſſion of ir, he behav'd like 2 fincere Penitont, and'grew ẽ 
ore eaſy in his Mind, deſiring not to live. A few Days-. 
efÞre the Seſſions, being along with Wood, confronted with 
Mrs. Hayes, who was on the Naſter-ſide of Newpdte, Juſtice 
Lambert and ſeveral others being pteſent, he acknowledged he 
had lain with her ſeveral Nights ſince her Husband's Death, 
which ſhe:denying, he confirii'd, ſaying, there: was & juft 
God that knew it to bs too true, to both their Sorrows. © 
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"others ſerv'd as 12 Naylte 2. We 
"London, he, for about a Year, Gor ls 
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"Buſineſs or other; I for Money, fearful of 
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_—_— Worceſter and Ludiow, within 3 Miles 
, W his Mother and iger now 
a a pad ouſe there; but he bein 
to no regula © Em ployment, lived 
"Farmers Houſes, Joke? ery in the Barns, {£c. and at 
Inns: Coming to 
rs at the Bapt:f- 
Head Ale-iouſe in Clerkenwell ; or ought as we can 
earn, behay'd' honeſtly in all his Places But unfortunately 
EA r the latter End of February Tian, g., ti Hpars 
Lod Tyburn Road, to ſee mgs, his Coun- 
f man an Friend, and having foe Ag with Mrs. 
with 


8 being brought up 


ayes and her Huſband, ſhe perſuaded him to l thers 
them, and they would take Care to Ke * 


2 kfu n hes Kind 


(30) 
and agreed to her Propoſal ; but before he had been there four 
Days, ſhe communicated to him the Deſign of murdering her 
Huſband, which Brlngs had conſented to befote, and only 
waited an Opportunity to put it in Execution, and preſs d him 
to be aſſiſting in it, faying, ſhe was worth about 1560 l. and 
he ſhould” have it all; and thro: her ſtrong Perſuaſions, he 
comply'd with her fatal Requeſt. He ohn d, that after the 
Commiſſion. of the cruel Fact, his Heart \ full of Horror, 
and his Head full-of Confuſion, and had not enjoy d an Hour's 
Quiet fince; and ſaid, that on the Sunday when he came from 
Greenford, and was apprehended, as he approached Mrs. 
Hayes's old Lodgings he ſaw a Crowd of People about the 
Door, and fancy d * urder was diſcover d, yet was ſo in- 
fatuated, that he had not the Power to go back again, though 
he had once defign'd to have come into the Town to learn if 
there waz any about it, before he went to Mrs. Hayes, 
having not heard any thing of it towards Harrow; but alſo 
neglected ſo to do. In both which he own'd the Juſtice of 
God in purſuing with his Divine Vengeance ſuch a wicked 
Sinner. But when ſecured, no Man could do more than he to 
expiate his Guilt, firſt, by an ingenious and ample Confeſhon 
of the Fact, and, ſecondly, by a ſincere and hearty Repent- 
ance of it: So that be might be faid, with holy Povjd, to 
waſh his Gouch with his Tears“ Which ſuitable Behaviour 
drew the Commiſeration of all manner of People on him, and 
render d him. an. Ohject of great Pity; and both him and Bii- 
Tings deſird the Prayers of all the Perſons that came to ſee 
them in Newpate, who generouſly relieved their Neceſſities 
a giving them Money, and pious Books ſuitable to their 
| ÞEircumſtances, , pag : Ay 4 : Nee OW . 8 2 


When the News came into Worcefter/hire of. his being ap- 
| 1 ſor Murder, about 14 Corner af. good Account 

n that Country fign'd_ a Certificate of his honeſt and ſober 
Department there, and ſent the ſame to Landon, that it might 
be of Service to him at his Trial, they believing him entirely 

innqcent of the Charge, till they were ſatisfy d of the con- 
trary by his Confeſſhon. When he was confronte: with Mis. 
Hayes in- N-wgate, and ſhe perſiſting. in her Den of her 
* Gvilt, be with Tears exliorted her to deſiſt from that wicked 
n! fooliſh Refolution, telling ber the contrary would ſagn 
appear, not only here, but before the Great God; adding, 
what Comfort his own Soul had received, figce his Profranipe 

hirafelf at the Throne of Grace for Forgiveneſs, and doubt 

2 OY WS j Not 


„ Wenn 
not he ſhould receive it from a merciful Creator ; but hat 
made no Impreſſion on her wicked e Hear Ha val 12 

On the Day of Mrs, Hayei's Trial he recollected himfalf 
that when, they had * off her Huſband's Head, and were 
conſulting what to dd with it, Mrs. Hayes ſaid, She would 
boil it in a Porridge-Pot till nothing remain d but the Skull, 
to avoid ff 8 


SH >: 
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The following 1.2 Copy of a Letter that he gt to fome f 
* his Friends, in which he acknowledges the Part he acted 
in that moſt Tragical Aﬀair, i 


Newpate, April 12. 1726. 
n Þ (3 A the juſt God 
1 Beg a tily, Day and Night, that 
1 of Haven wil con, Br great Offences which have 
been committed, in his Sight, to our Fellow Creature ſo 
raſhly : I allow myſelf to be a vile Sinner, in being concern'd 
in that wicked Crime; but fince it cannot be recall'd, L hope 
the great God of Heaven will be merciful unto me a poor 
miſerable Wretch. It is a great Trouble to me that I ſhoull 
ſo diſgrace my honeſt Parents and Friends, and brought this 
ſhameful Death to be my End; ſoas'I ask Pardon of God Al- 
8 ask Forgiveneſs alſo ot all my Friends, and beg 
their Prayers for my poor Soul, which is all the Good they 
can do for me. ' Now to let you know the Truch of this Mat- 
ter, according to your Defire, in the firſt Place Couſin Jones, 
after I had been there a little while, ſeem'd weary of me, who 
at my firſt coming up pretended to do great Matters for me, 
but after a Time ſhe hired another to & bar Buſineſs in the 
Houſe, and then thought I ſhould trouble her no more. I 
then deſign d to go to my Siſter until I coffld get into Buſineſs, 
and a little Money to come down ; but ſhe happening to lye 
in at that Time, I could not be there ; ſo unfortunately . 1 
ing to Mrs. Hayers Houſe [Here he mentions the Far- 
ticulars of the Murder. ] For ſo doing I think myſelf de- 
ſerving of Death; I reſign myſelf to Almighty God, to take 
my Lite or ſpare it; IhdfE,*through his gracious Mercy and 
true Repentance to receive Forgiveneſs for my great 


and wicked Crime, and as I was drawn in by wicked People, 
f all my dear Friends ; Iam greatly trou po 
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1 mould be * 1s thi bi bs you; if 1 ſhould aſk far 
ny ter Mother T font he cortane hor ergo the Journey, but 
one of my Brothers would come I ſhould beg. 50 Bog 
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